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2012-2013 Arkansas District Judges Council Officers and Board

District Judges Council Officers and Board
gathered together for a group photograph
at the Fall District Judges meeting.

Pictured: (Seated) Judge Mike Robinson/
Benton, Judge Alice Lightle/Little Rock.
(Standing left-right): Judge Stephen Peer/Van
Buren, Judge Chaney Taylor/ Batesville, Judge
Van Gearhart/Mountain Home and Judge Reid
Harrod/Hamburg. (Not pictured: Judge Mark

Pate/Searcy.)

Summer Busy Implementing Contexte Case Management

The Court Information Systems
(CIS) Division of the AOC was
busy this summer as it assisted
numerous courts to “go live” with
the Contexte Case Management
System.

The 8th North Circuit, consist-
ing of Hempstead and Nevada

Counties, “went live” on July 16th.

Craighead County connected to
the system July 30th in both the
Jonesboro and Lake City locations.
The 15th Judicial Circuit, com-
prised of Conway, Logan, Scott
and Yell Counties, “went live” on
August 6th.

The project for the 15th Circuit

integrated the largest number of
courts during a single “go live”
implementation. CIS positioned
18 staff members to support six
courthouses in the 15th Judicial
Circuit as they began using the
case management software. Onsite
support for seventy-two court

personnel, six courthouses, and
four counties was critical for suc-
cess. During the “go live” week,
Supreme Court Associate Justice
Paul Danielson was present in
Booneville with the CIS staff to
support the project. Onsite sup-
port concluded on Friday, August
10th.

With the successful, on-time
completion of the 8th North
Circuit, Craighead County, and
the 15th Circuit courts, there are
now 25 courts that are fully imple-
mented with Contexte, including
circuit and districts.



ADR COMMISSION PRODUCING VIDEO

The target audiences for the
video series are the general pub-
lic, attorneys, and judges. The goal
is to create an informative video
that can be used as an educational

Technical crew tool by the Commission, the

prepares for courts, local bar associations, indi-
shooting the vidual attorneys and mediators.
ADR video. The segment for the general

public will provide information on
the mediation process in general,
how to select a mediator, preparing
for mediation, issues to address
with your attorney, and other rele-

The Arkansas ADR Commission ~ changeably to educate a variety of vant issues. The segment for attor-
is producing a video series on the audiences by providing both gener-  neys will cover how the mediation
mediation process. The concept is al information of interest to all process may be applied in different
to create one video with multiple groups and detailed information types of cases, guidelines for deter-
chapters that can be used inter- tailored to specific audiences. mining appropriateness of a case

(See ADR on page 4)

“Appeals On Wheels” Project Exhibited at

Chief Justices’/State Court Administrators’ Conference

The Arkansas Supreme Court’s the adverse and abundant resources AOC personnel, Karolyn
“Appeals on Wheels” program was available to assist their efforts in Bond/Public Education
chosen as one of twenty-two civics better educating the public about Coordinator and Meghan
programs in the country to be on the role of courts, how they work Sever/Judicial Education
exhibit at the Conference of Chief and how courts make decisions. Administrative Assistant, staffed
Justices (CCJ)/ Conference of State the exhibit.

Court Adminstrators (COSCA)
meeting in July in St. Louis.

For ten years, the Supreme
Court has traveled outside of Little
Rock almost twice a year to hold
oral arguments in different cities
around the State. On average, over
200 students per visit have attend-
ed these oral arguments, with a
total of over 2,600 students getting
the opportunity to see their State
Supreme Court in action.

The exhibits gave the chief jus-
tices and state court administrators
the opportunity to visit and meet

Onejo-n'one with the CIVIC.S .falr ) Meghan Sever, J.D. Gingerich-AOC Director, and Karolyn Bond pause for a photo at
exhibitors to become familiar with the Arkansas exhibit.



Commission on Children, Youth and Families
Holds First Meeting

Chief Justice Jim Hannah conducts the first meeting.

The Arkansas Supreme Court Commission on Children, Youth and
Families conducted its first meeting in August at the Justice Building in
Little Rock, AR.

The Commission was created in December, 2011 to study and recom-
mend improvements to state courts and state court practice for children,
youth and families who are involved in proceedings in Arkansas Courts.
The Commission is the first Supreme Court Commission in the country to
include Judicial, Executive, Legislative and business leadership.

Commission members include: Arkansas Supreme Court Chief Justice
Jim Hannah (chair), Mr. John Selig - Dir. of the Department of Human
Services, Dr. Tom Kimbrell - Commissioner of Education, Mr. Rich
Huddleston - Executive Director of Arkansas Advocates for Children and
Families, Sen. Missy Irvin, Rep. Stephanie Malone, Judge Wiley Branton,
Jr., Judge Ken Coker, Jr., Dr. Jonathan Bates - Pres. and CEO of Arkansas
Children’s Hospital, Dr. Sherece West - Pres. and CEO of the Winthrop
Rockefeller Foundation, Ms. Claire Babineaux-Fontenot - Senior Vice Pres.
& Chief Tax Officer of Wal Mart Stores, Inc., and Ms. Sedella White -
Chair of the Div. Of Children and Families Youth Advisory Committee.

Also in attendance at the meeting was Nebraska Chief Justice Mike
Heavican who shared information about his state’s commission that deals
with children, youth and families.

Arkansas Circuit Judge
Receives PhD in
Judicial Studies

Congratulations to Circuit Judge
Jake Looney/18th W. Circuit for
completing his Ph D in the Judicial
Studies Program. He is the seventh
judge nationally to complete this
particular degree. The program is a
joint effort between the National
Judicial College and the University
of Nevada-Reno that provides
judges the opportunity to take a
wide variety of courses designed to
enhance their understanding of the
role of judges and the courts.

Judge Looney started the pro-
gram in 2005 and completed the
Masters portion in 2008. For the
completion of his dissertation, he
studied the Arkansas Supreme
Court in the pre-Civil War years,
particularly their decisions relating
to the development of the Arkansas
economy. He looked closely at
public land, banks and banking,
transportation and slavery. He is
currently in the process of writing
a book dealing with his dissertation
topic, along with some earlier work
he has done on the development of
criminal law during that period.

Commenting on his achieve-
ment, Judge Looney stated, “It was
both challenging and rewarding
and the quality of instruction was
absolutely first rate.”

The Administrative Office of the Courts sadly

announces the passing of one of its employees.

Elaine “Laney” Yates, the state sign language interpreter,

ales

Laney’s family, friends and those with

whom she worked.

Heartfelt condolences are extended to

passed away on August 24th at the age of 51.



ADR Video

(continued from page 1)

for mediation, how to prepare for
mediation, how to work through
challenges that are unique to medi-
ation, and other relevant issues
related to representing litigants in
the context of mediation. The
segment for judges will cover the
ethical framework in which media-
tors must work, potential conflicts
and challenges that arise in the
context of court ordered media-
tion, and offer guidelines on the
types of cases that may or may not
be appropriate for mediation, as
well as other relevant issues related
to court connected mediation.

For further information, contact:

Jennifer Taylor, A.D.R.
Coordinator, Administrative Office
of the Courts,

jennifer.taylor@arkansas.gov ,
#(501) 682-9400.

Friends of the Court
is a
bi-monthly publication by
the Arkansas Administrative Office of
the Courts.

Contributions, comments, and inquiries

are welcome.

Please submit to
Friends of the Court,
A.O.C,, Justice Building,
625 Marshall,
Little Rock, AR 72201.
Tel. (501) 682-9400.
Karolyn Bond, Editor.

New Faces 1n

Arkansas Courts
AOC
Regional Functional Specialist —
Connie Compton replaces Nancy
Jewell.
Curtis Weeks — Web Designer
Ryan Lowery — Web Developer

Jasmine Medley — Judicial
Education Specialist

District Court Clerks
Phillips County District
Court/Dept. 1 — Dionne W.
Carter replaces Linda Danley.

Pope County District Court/Dover
Dept. — Vonna Marpel replaces
Wilma Lovelady.

District Court Judge
Pike County District Court —
Murfreesboro Dept. — LeAnne

Daniel replaces Dana Stone.

CALENDAR

October

Fall Judicial College/
Judicial Council Mtg.
(Springdale)

17-19

Court Reporters’ 19-20
Annual Conference

(Springdale)

November

District Court Clerks 16
Certificate (1st & 3rd Districts)
(Jonesboro)

December
New Circuit Judges 5-7
Orientation (Little Rock)

Friends of the Court
Administrative Office of the Courts
Justice Building/625 Marshall
Little Rock, AR 72201

Address Correction Requested
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