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Chapter 6 – Juvenile Cases 
 
Juvenile cases are those primarily relating to minors. When a Juvenile case is filed, Supreme 
Court Administrative Order Number 8 requires the attachment of a Juvenile Cover Sheet and the 
designation of the case from the following list of case types. When a complaint includes multiple 
causes of action, only one case type should be designated. It should be the one that best describes 
the nature of the case. 
 
Juvenile Case Type List 
 

Delinquency 
Extended Juvenile Jurisdiction (EJJ) 
Dependent-Neglected 
Dependent (no fault) 
Family In Need of Services (FINS) 
Juvenile Adoption

Juvenile Civil Commitment 
Juvenile Guardianship 
Juvenile Custody 
Juvenile Support 
Juvenile Paternity 
Termination of Parental Rights 

 
Juvenile Case Type Definitions 
 

Delinquency: Cases alleging an act committed by a juvenile, which, if 
committed by an adult, would result in prosecution in the 
criminal division and over which the juvenile court has been 
statutorily granted jurisdiction. 

  
Extended Juvenile 
Jurisdiction (EJJ): 

Cases where a juvenile can be designated as an EJJ offender 
and be subject to a criminal sentence (commonly referred to 
as blended sentencing).  

  
Dependent-Neglect: Dependency cases in which it is alleged that a child has been 

abused or neglected, or is otherwise without proper parental 
care. Abuse cases include physical abuse, abandonment, 
sexual abuse, sexual exploitation, parental unfitness, or being 
present in a dwelling during the manufacturing of 
methamphetamine. Neglect cases include acts of omission on 
the part of a parent, guardian, custodian, or any person legally 
responsible to care or provide for the juvenile as well as 
Garrett’s Law cases. 

  
Dependent (no fault): Dependency cases where the child is in need of care without 

specifically faulting the parent, guardian, or custodian. 
  
Family In Need of 
Services (FINS): 

A case alleging non-criminal behavior which is an offense 
because of the youth’s status as a minor by law. FINS cases 
include truancy, running away from home, habitually 
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disobeying the lawful commands of parents, guardians, or 
custodians, and delinquent acts if committed by a juvenile 
under the age of 10. 

  
The following case types are new filings, but occur as a reopening of a DN case. 
  
Juvenile Adoption: A request as a result of the termination of parental rights of 

the biological parents for the establishment of a new, 
permanent relationship of parent and child between persons 
not so biologically related.  

  
Termination of Parental 
Rights: 

Petition to sever the legal parent-child relationship based on 
the child’s best interest and statutory grounds.  

 
The following case types are new filings, but usually occur as a reopening of a DN, FINS, 
or delinquency case. 
  
Juvenile Civil 
Commitment: 

A petition filed with the court where a person is considered to 
be a danger to himself/herself or others.  

  
Juvenile Guardianship: Cases involving the establishment of or a controversy over the 

relationship existing between a person (guardian) and a ward 
or juvenile. Note: The guardian is lawfully invested with the 
power and charged with the duty of caring for and managing 
the affairs of the juvenile (ward) who is considered by the 
court to be incapable of caring for himself/herself. 

  
Juvenile Custody: Cases in which an individual requests that a court make a 

determination regarding the control or care of a child.  
 

Juvenile Support: Cases in which an individual requests that a court make a 
determination regarding funds or means to maintain or 
provide for a child. 

  
Juvenile Paternity: Cases involving the establishment of the identity and/or 

responsibilities of the father of a minor child.  
 
Unit of Count and Caseload Statistics 
 
The statistical reporting of juvenile cases is based upon the type of case filed.  A juvenile case is 
considered filed when it is received by the clerk and a case number is assigned.  

• A delinquency or EJJ case with multiple juveniles will be counted separately for each 
juvenile.   

• Multiple charges in a single incident count as one delinquency or EJJ case. 
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• In a FINS or dependent-neglect case, all siblings who are subjects of the petition are in a 
single case, though statistically will be counted individually. 
 

The following are counted as new case filings: 
• A case transferred to a court from another state or another judicial district within the 

state;  
• A case transferred from the criminal division to the juvenile division;  
• A FINS case that results in a petition for DN requires a new filing and is counted as a 

new case.  
• If a delinquency petition is filed for a juvenile involved in a FINS case, the delinquency 

is a new filing and is counted as a new case.  
 
The following are NOT considered new case filings: 

• A case transferred from another division within the same judicial district, except for those 
transferred from criminal court to juvenile court (or vice versa). 
 

 The following is considered a reopening of a case: 
• A probation revocation or aftercare violation in a delinquency case or a contempt that 

arises from any previous juvenile case. The reopened case type is the same as the original 
case. 

• New allegations of abuse or neglect in a closed dependency-neglect case. 
• A TPR petition filed as part of a DN case is counted statistically as a reopening, even 

though the TPR is part of an active DN case and keeps its DN case number.  
• A guardianship, custody/support, paternity, or other petition filed as part of juvenile case 

is statistically counted as a new case even though it may be filed in a juvenile case with 
the same case number. 

• An adoption petition filed as part of a DN case is filed within the DN case, but once the 
adoption is finalized, the adoption file is transferred to probate and is assigned a new 
probate case number. It is counted as a new probate case. 
 

The caseload is also divided between active and inactive cases. The designation of a case as 
“inactive” is an exceptional event that is unrelated to whether or not recent action has occurred in 
the case; rather, it is a designation that is applied when the court is prohibited from taking action 
on the case due to events or circumstances outside of the court’s control. A juvenile case may be 
considered inactive if the court has ordered a fitness to proceed examination or a criminal 
responsibility evaluation of a juvenile in a delinquency or EJJ case. 

 
A juvenile case is considered disposed as of the adjudication/disposition date (or disposition date 
if held separately). For statistical purposes, the date of the disposition is defined as the date the 
judgment is entered. In DN cases further review and court action is required until permanency is 
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achieved. These cases should be marked as Set for Review. This counts the case as disposed for 
statistical purposes, but acknowledges that further court action is scheduled and allows for an 
accurate reflection of the work of the court. 
 
Special notes for juvenile cases: 

• A case referred by the court to Alternative Dispute Resolution (ADR) is counted as an 
active case.  

• A case referred to a Juvenile Drug Court or other specialty court is counted according to 
the legal issue that brought the case to court.  

• If a custody issue arises after a DN case is completely closed and there is not a new DN 
petition, it should be filed as a new case in domestic relations.  

• Diversion programs, including teen court, are not counted in caseload statistics.  
• If a party is a pro se litigant at any point in the case, enter pro se as the party status even 

if the party has counsel at some point in the case. 
• If any party to the case will require interpreter services, enter the language that person 

needs. 
 
Manner of Filing 
 
In each juvenile case the manner by which the case arrives at the court for filing must be entered. 
The case may be an original filing, a reopening of a case, a reactivation, a transfer from another 
circuit, or a transfer from criminal division (EJJ or delinquency). 
 
Manner of Disposition 
 
The manner of disposition is the manner whereby a case is closed or becomes inactive. A case is 
disposed when it has been closed by a judgment, a decree or order of dismissal, or a transfer to 
another jurisdiction. This officially occurs when the order is entered in the clerk’s office or when 
the order is accepted by the electronic filing system. If an order is filed in open court, it must still 
be filed with the clerk’s office on the next business day. 
 
In juvenile cases, the following special notes apply: 

• A case for which an adjudication and disposition is entered is considered disposed even if 
the case is Set for Review because further legal action is required. 

• If two or more juvenile delinquency cases involving the same juvenile are consolidated 
after filing to be processed or tried as one case, each of the cases except for the one into 
which the cases were consolidated should be reported as disposed at the time of 
consolidation. When the consolidated case is decided, the disposition should be reported 
under the appropriate trial type and manner of disposition category. 
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• A DN case and a domestic custody case involving the same juvenile(s) can be 
consolidated into one case. The consolidated case should be of the type that best 
describes the nature of the case. 

• If a DN petition is filed regarding a juvenile in a FINS case, the FINS case should be 
closed. 

• A delinquency case is counted as disposed even if restitution or fines are owed.  
• A charge in a case filed as an EJJ case may be disposed as either found delinquent or 

found delinquent as an EJJ offender. 
  
In some cases multiple trial types may occur. Choose the trial type which required the most 
judicial involvement.  
 

Trial type 
 
Jury Trial: A trial in which a jury is impaneled to determine the issues of fact 

in a case. A jury trial should be noted as the disposition manner if 
the jury has been sworn, regardless of whether a jury verdict is 
reached. In juvenile cases, this is a trial type only available for EJJ 
cases. 

 
Bench Trial: A trial in which a judge hears the case. A bench trial should be 

noted as the disposition manner in any case in which a witness is 
sworn or evidence is introduced in a proceeding, regardless of 
whether a judgment is reached.  

 
Plea: A case in which the juvenile and the prosecutor agree to an 

adjudication or adjudication/disposition, subject to approval by the 
judge. 

 
Non Trial: Any type of disposition that does not involve a bench trial, jury 

trial, or plea. Examples include dismissals or Nolle prosequi. 
 

Manners of Disposition 
 

If a FINS case involves more than one area, choose the predominant issue in the case. If a 
delinquency case has multiple charges, each must be disposed. 

Consolidated: A case closed because it was combined with another case 
involving the same juvenile(s). 

  
Dismissed: A case or charge which is disposed without trial. 
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Found Delinquent: A charge for which the juvenile was found responsible for 
the offense. 

  
Found Delinquent as an 
EJJ offender: 

A charge for which the juvenile was found responsible for 
the offense as an EJJ offender. 

  
Found Dependent: A case in which a juvenile has been found to be without 

proper parental care without assigning fault. 
  
Found Dependent 
Neglect: 

A case in which a juvenile has been found to be abused or 
neglected, or is otherwise without proper parental care. 

  
Found FINS 
Alcohol/Drug: 

A case in which a juvenile or family is found to be in need 
of services as a result of the juvenile’s alcohol or drug 
problems. 

  
Found FINS Disobedient 
to Parent: 

A case in which a juvenile or family is found to be in need 
of services as a result of the juvenile being habitually 
disobedient to the lawful commands of the parent. 

  
Found FINS Mental 
Health: 

A case in which a juvenile is found to be in need of 
services as a result of the juvenile’s mental health issues. 

  
Found FINS Runaway: A case in which a juvenile or family is found to be in need 

of services because the juvenile has been absent from the 
home without sufficient cause, permission, or 
justification. 

  
Found FINS Truancy: A case in which a juvenile or family is found to be in need 

of services as a result of the juvenile being habitually 
absent from school without justification. 

  
Nolle Prosequi: A charge dismissed by the prosecutor with the permission 

of the court. 
  
Probation Revoked: A case in which juvenile probation was revoked. 
  
Transferred: A case transferred to another jurisdiction.  

 
 


