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Chapter 4– Domestic Relations Cases 
 
Domestic Relations cases involve actions between family members or those who are or have 
been in a domestic relationship. These are cases relating to divorce, annulment, maintenance, 
custody, visitation, support, paternity, and domestic abuse. When a Domestic Relations case is 
filed, Supreme Court Administrative Order Number 8 requires the attachment of a Domestic 
Relations Cover Sheet. If the case involves minor children, a confidential information sheet must 
also be included (A.C.A. §9-24-105).   
 
A case type must be chosen on the cover sheet. When a complaint includes multiple causes of 
action, only one case type should be designated. It should be the one that best describes the 
nature of the case.  
 
Domestic Relations Case Type List 
 

Annulment 
Divorce  
Domestic Abuse 
Foreign Judgment – Domestic Relations  
Paternity 
Separate Maintenance 

Support - IV-D 
Support – Private (non-IV-D) 
Child Support  
Contempt – Domestic Relations 
Custody  
Visitation 

  
Domestic Relations Case Type Definitions 
  

Annulment: Cases involving nullification of a marriage. 
  
Divorce: Cases involving dissolution of a marriage. 
  
Domestic Abuse: Physical harm, bodily injury, assault, or the infliction 

of fear of imminent physical harm, bodily injury, or 
assault between family or household members; or any 
sexual conduct between family or household members, 
whether minors or adults, that constitutes a crime under 
the laws of this state.  

  
Foreign Judgment – 
Domestic Relations: 

Registration of a judgment from another court. 

  
Paternity: Cases involving the establishment of the identity and/or 

responsibilities of the father of a minor child. 
  



  Domestic Relations 

2  12/21/15 
 

Separate Maintenance: An allowance granted to a spouse for support of 
him/herself and children while he/she is living apart 
from his/her spouse.  

  
Support - IV-D: Cases filed by the Office of Child Support Enforcement 

(OCSE) to request maintenance of that parent/guardian 
or a minor child by a person who is required to provide 
such maintenance under Title IV-D of the Social 
Security Act of 1973. These include cases involving 
parents receiving TANF benefits.  

  
Support – Private (non-
IV-D): 

Cases filed by OCSE to request maintenance of a 
parent/guardian or a minor child by a person who is 
required by law to provide such maintenance, but who 
is not under the auspices of Title IV-D of the Social 
Security Act of 1973.  

 
The following case types are most often used when a case is reopened for further 
litigation. 
  
Child Support  Cases brought by a parent/guardian to furnish funds or 

means to maintain or provide for a child. 
  
Custody Cases in which an individual requests that a court make 

a determination regarding the control or care of a child.  
  
Visitation Cases in which an individual asks a court to schedule 

the time the individual will spend with the minor 
children. Such requests can be brought before the court 
by parents, grandparents, or other family members. Do 
not include cases in which custody/visitation issues are 
part of a marriage dissolution/divorce proceeding in 
this category. 

  
Contempt-Domestic 
Relations 

Enforcement of a prior order. 

  
 
Unit of Count and Caseload Statistics 
 
The statistical reporting of domestic relations cases is based upon the number of cases filed, not 
the number of plaintiffs, defendants, or claims. A domestic relations case with multiple parties or 
multiple causes of action is counted as one case.  
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A domestic relations case is considered filed when the complaint, petition, or request is received 
by the clerk and a case number is assigned.  
  
Basic statistical reporting of domestic relations cases is designed to include:  

• the number of cases which are pending at the start of a reporting period;  
• the number of incoming cases that have been added during the reporting period; 
• the number of outgoing cases that were removed during the reporting period;  
• the number of cases pending at the end of the reporting period;  
• the number of inactive cases; and 
• the number of cases closed but Set for Review. 

In addition, basic statistical reporting also includes the number of cases with pro se litigants and 
the number of cases requiring an interpreter. Cases entered in error are not included in statistical 
reporting. 
 
The designation of a case as “inactive” is an exceptional event that is unrelated to whether or not 
recent action has occurred in the case; rather, it is a designation that is applied when the court is 
prohibited from taking action on the case due to events or circumstances that are outside of the 
court’s control. A domestic relations case may become inactive when a stay is issued due to a 
military deployment, for example. An inactive case is then counted as reactivated when the court 
can once again take action. 
 
The following are counted as new case filings: 

• Cases transferred to a court from another state or another judicial district within the state; 
• Issues of visitation if they are not part of a divorce or paternity case, as in the case of 

grandparent visitation. 
• A custody issue following a closed dependency-neglect case in which custody was 

ordered. This is filed as a new domestic relations case. 
 

The following are NOT counted as new case filings: 
• Cases transferred from another division within the same judicial district. 

 
The following are counted as reopened cases: 

• Issues of child support, custody, and visitation if they are part of a previously decided 
divorce or paternity case.  

A case cannot have multiple concurrent reopenings.  If a case is reopened due to a filing by one 
of the parties, any subsequent filings are to be included in that reopening. 
 
Manner of Filing 
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In each domestic relations case the manner by which the case arrives at the court for filing must 
be entered. The case may be an original filing, a reopening, a reactivation, or a transfer from 
another judicial district or state. 
 
If the manner of filing is a reopening, a new case type must also be chosen. This case type may 
be the same as the earlier case or it may be different. For example, if a visitation issue arose in a 
previously decided divorce case, the manner of filing would be reopen and the case type would 
be visitation. 
 
Manner of Disposition 
 
The manner of disposition is the manner whereby a case is closed or becomes inactive. A case is 
disposed when it has been closed by a judgment, a decree or order of dismissal, or a transfer to 
another jurisdiction. This officially occurs when the order is entered in the clerk’s office or when 
the order is accepted by the electronic filing system. If an order is filed in open court, it must still 
be filed with the clerk’s office on the next business day. 
 
In domestic relations cases, the following special notes apply: 

• If two or more domestic relations cases are consolidated after filing to be processed or 
tried as one case, each of the cases except for the one into which the cases were 
consolidated should be reported as disposed at the time of consolidation, leaving only one 
case open. When the consolidated case is decided, the disposition should be reported 
under the appropriate trial type and manner of disposition category. 

• A domestic relations case with no activity may be dismissed by the court on its own 
motion. The manner of disposition would be dismissed. 

• If a party is a pro se litigant at any point in the case, enter pro se as the party status even 
if the party has counsel at some point in the case. 

• A juvenile DN case and a domestic custody case involving the same juvenile(s) can be 
consolidated into one case. The consolidated case should be of the type that best 
describes the nature of the case.  

• Although removal to bankruptcy court is a manner of disposition, for statistical purposes 
these cases are considered to be inactive and appear on the inactive case list. 

 
In some cases multiple trial types and manners of disposition may occur. Choose the trial type 
that required the most judicial involvement.  
 

Trial types 
 

Bench Trial: A trial in which a judge hears the case. A bench trial should be 
noted as the disposition manner in any case in which a witness is 
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sworn or evidence is introduced in a proceeding, regardless of 
whether a judgment is reached.  

 
Non Trial: Any type of disposition that does not involve a bench trial.  

Examples include dismissals, settlements, and alternative dispute 
resolution.  

 
Manners of Disposition 

 
Judgment: A case in which an adjudication was reached on at least one of 

the issues involved. 
  
Dismissal: A case that is closed without adjudicating the claims. 
  
Consolidated: A case that is combined with another case. 
  
Transferred: A case that is transferred to another jurisdiction within the state 

court system. 
  
Removed to bankruptcy 
court: 

A case made inactive because of a filing in federal bankruptcy 
court and no further state court action is possible. These cases 
appear on the “inactive” caseload. 

  
 


