
1

 The  Line A Newsletter for and about Arkansas Drug Courts     Sept. 2009, Vol.2, No. 5

Congratulations Saline County on Six Successful Years!

 Tension grew at the 6th Anniversary Celebration of the Saline County Drug Court Program 
held July 30, 2009.  Attendees had been treated to a cook-out of hamburgers, hot dogs, chips, 
soft drinks, and cookies. The atmosphere was similar to a family reunion as everyone watched the 
door of the Gene Moss Building in Tyndall Park open and new folks arrived.  Maxwell Blade, a magi-
cian who now performs regularly in Hot Springs, was on hand with many fascinating illusions that 
entertained youngsters in the crowd and even some older attendees.  Door prizes were drawn with 
all drug court graduates and participants in attendance having their name drawn.  Then, all the 
names were put back in the box, reshuffled, 
and as the evening’s event drew to a close, 
one last name was drawn.  Judge Gary Arnold 
drew the name of Thomas Dunlap, a recent 
graduate. Thomas and his wife were the lucky 
winners of a car!   (see photo of Judge Rob-
ert Herzfeld and the winners).
 Over 80 people attended the an-
niversary celebration.  Four former gradu-
ates offered statements concerning how 
drug court had changed their lives.  One, who 
entered the program homeless, now owns 
two houses and is a landlord.  Another told 
of loosing everything before getting to the 
program.  Just four years later, he is now 
happily married, has a home, a car and a career as a nurse practitioner in a local medical facil-
ity.  All who spoke thanked the drug court team for sticking with them.  Many had kind words for 
Judge Arnold who recently relinquished the court to Judge Herzfeld.  The event was supported by 
Quapaw House and local merchants who provided food and door prizes.  All the children in atten-
dance received school supplies for the upcoming school year.  Both judges greeted attendees and 
Judge Herzfeld served as official master of ceremonies, introducing speakers and announcing door 
prizes.

Medicaid Money for Drug Courts: 
Recent Expansion Will Provide 
Treatment for Pregnant Drug 
Court Participants

 With the passage of an increase in the 
tax on tobacco products during the 2009 legis-
lative session, came a nice surprise package for 
Arkansas drug courts.   A portion of the rev-
enue from the tax increase will be used to 

expand alcohol and substance abuse treatment 
for juveniles and pregnant women in the state.  
This will permit drug court programs to rely 
on the Medicaid program to provide substance 
abuse treatment to pregnant participants 
rather than having to drawn down the drug 
court treatment dollars.
 In speaking with Ms. Dawn Zekis of the 
Department of Human Services Medicaid pro-
gram, she asked that drug court programs
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contact with county administrator of the coun-
ty DHS to discuss the procedure to be fol-
lowed to assure that pregnant participants are 
enrolled in Medicaid.  Each court will also need 
to work out details on how treatment provid-
ers will report to the court for those Medicaid 
recipients under court ordered treatment.  
Having pregnant participants enrolled in the 
Medicaid program will also qualify them for 
additional assistance such as the Arkansas 
Women,  Infants, and Children (WIC) nutri-
tional feeding program.  Also, a case worker 
from DHS will be available to provide addition-
al support to the family. 

Recent Opinion Poll Shows Arkan-
sans Support Treatment

 In a telephone survey conducted May 
18- 21, 2009, among 400 adults in Arkansas, 
the findings show that over half (57%) believe 
that too little is being done to address addic-
tion in our state.  A substantial number (61%) 
of those surveyed think that less money should 
go towards warehousing prisoners and more 
should be applied to provide treatment and 
intervention. Other key findings include that 
92% of Arkansans believe that drug addiction 
is a problem and 70% believe it to be a serious 
problem.
 The survey was conducted by the Opin-
ion Research Associates, Inc., with a margin of 
error of + 5 percentage points.   The results 
mirror those found in a national poll conducted 
during the same time period by Lake Research 
Partners.  The national survey found that 
three quarters of Americans know someone 
with an addiction problem, are concerned that 
people with addiction cannot access treatment 
due to lack of insurance coverage or afford-
ability, and support including alcohol and drug 
treatment as part of any national health care

reform.  The national poll also found that 
two-thirds of Americans support increasing 
federal and state funding for alcohol and drug 
prevention and treatment.
 The Arkansas poll was taken at the 
request of the Closing the Addiction Treat-
ment Gap Project, from a grant awarded the 
DHS Division of Behavioral Sciences to work 
to increase awareness of the impact addiction 
has on state resources and to provide more 
treatment.  In Arkansas, approximately 95% 
of the people in need of addiction treatment 
do not get it.  At the same time, the costs 
associated with lack of treatment are astro-
nomical.  A study conducted by the National 
Center on Addiction and Substance Abuse at 
Columbia University, reported that in 2005 
Arkansas spent $887,524,800.00, or 8.9% of 
the AR budget, on untreated addiction.  This 
figure includes public spending on judicial, 
criminal justice, education, health, welfare, 
disabilities, public safety, and workforce.  
This amounts to $315.75 per capita. 
 The poll demonstrates support for 
increased funding for alcohol and drug treat-
ment programs in Arkansas.  In addition, 69% 
of those polled favored increasing the tax on 
beer, wine, and liquor to fund addiction treat-
ment.

The Line is a publication by the Drug 
Court Division of the Arkansas Administrative 
Office of the Courts.  A copy of this issue can be 
found at http://courts.arkansas.gov/drugcourt.  
Contributions, comments, and inquiries are 
welcome.  Please submit to:   
The Line, A.O.C. 
Justice Building, 625 Marshall, Suite 1100
Little Rock, AR   72201
 or by e-mail to: carol.roddy@arkansas.gov. 
Carol L. Roddy, Editor.  501 682-9400 
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Incorporates Coins

 “It’s probably one of the best things 
I’ve done in my life.”  Those were the 
words of U.S. Magistrate Judge James 
Marschewski at the gathering of Sebastian 
County Drug Court team members on Thurs-
day, July 23, 2009.  The group came to-
gether to thank both former Circuit Judge 
Marschewski and current Circuit Court and 
Drug Court Judge Mike Fitzhugh for their 
trail blazing work in 2001 to create a drug 
court program for Sebastian County.  Judge 
Stephen Tabor now shares the responsi-
bilities with Judge Fitzhugh for the court 
that meets every Friday.  The program has 
grown from the initial start with 17 partici-
pants to now over 150 participants.

 During the luncheon, a series of drug 
court coins were debuted that will now 
become an important part of the Sebastian 
County drug court program.  Drug court 
recipients will receive specialty coins after 
completion of Phase 1, Phase 2, Phase 3 and 
when they graduate.  A photo of the cov-
eted graduation coin appears below.  Judge 
Marchewski was given the first coin issued 
by the court.

 Judge Marchewski told the drug 
court team that the work they do in peo-
ple’s lives is quite remarkable.  He said he 
still runs into former participants, now 
graduates, that went through the program.  
Judge Marchewski presided over the Se-
bastian County Drug Court from 2002 until 
2006, when he left for the federal bench.

U.S. Magistrate Judge James 
Marschewski spoke to the Sebastain 
County Drug Court team recently during 
the debut of the new drug court coins.

Arkansas School Survey Reports 
Drug Use Rates for Teens

 Every week in an Arkansas drug court 
session, the judge will ask a perspective partici-
pant how old they were when they first started 
using drugs or alcohol.  Invariably, the response 
will be that the participant started in his or 
her teen years.  Often the participant tells the 
judge he or she gained access to their drug of 
choice in their family home.  The participant 
will also report that since that time, his or her 
abuse has escalated into the addiction that lead 
to the charges that now bring them before the 
court.  For some, the journey to that appearance 
in front of the drug court judge has taken de-
cades; for others, only a few years.  So, can the 
state begin to intervene at a younger age and 
deflect this cycle of abuse and addiction?

 Every year Arkansas public school stu-
dents complete the Arkansas Prevention Needs 
Assessment (APNA) Student Survey, at the re-
quest of the Office of Drug Abuse and Preven-
tion (ODAP) in DHS, and in cooperation with the 
Arkansas Department of Education.  This past 
school year, a record 94,684 surveys were com-
   (cont. on page 4)
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pleted by students in grades 6, 8, 10 and 12 
in 219 school districts covering 74 counties.  
The results are mixed. 
 Arkansas youth are below the national 
average in alcohol and marijuana use but 
above national rates in cigarettes, smokeless 
tobacco, inhalants, and sedatives.  For the 
first year, the survey asked a question about 
use of prescription drugs “on your own---that 
is, without a doctor telling you to take them.”    
Nearly 10 % of 12th graders responded that 
they had done so in the past 30 days prior 
to the survey.  Approximately, 7.5% of 10th 
graders admitted to prescription drug abuse 
and nearly 5% of 8th graders had used pre-
scription drugs in the previous 30 days.  
 One of the most significant differences 
in state and national rates, not surprisingly, 
appears in the area of smokeless tobacco use 
with 10.7% of Arkansas 12th graders report-
ing use during the past 30 days, compared 
to only 6.5% nationally.  For 6th graders, 
approximately 4% reported alcohol consump-
tion, 2% used cigarettes, 2% used smokeless 
tobacco, 1% smoked marijuana, nearly 4.5% 
used inhalants, 2% reported sedative use, 
just below 2% reported prescription drug use, 
and about 1% report use of over-the-counter 
drugs for dieting, staying awake or cough or 
cold medicines to get high. 
 Another startling result is the com-
parison of sedative use among Arkansas 12th 
graders, 8.3%, compared to the national rate 
of only 2.8%.  Alcohol consumption for 12th 
graders was 39.1%, a bit under the national 
average of 43.1%.  Marijuana use was approxi-
mately 4.8% below the national average for 
12th graders, 14.8% for Arkansas senior high 
students compared to 29.6% nationally.
 Arkansas has the opportunity with the 
new funding of juvenile drug courts to provide 
some intervention to prevent this occurrence 
in the future.  To see complete results of the 
survey along with county-by-county analysis 
and local school district breakdowns, go to 
http://www.arkansas.gov/dhs/dmhs/adap_
survey.htm.
 

Chief Justices and State Court 
Administrators Urge Feder-
al Block Grants for State Drug 
Court Programs

 During a recent meeting of the Confer-
ence of Chief Justices and the Conference of 
State Court Administrators, Resolution 3 was 
passed urging federal funding through a block 
grant program to support state drug courts.  
The resolution is a follow-up from one passed 
in 2000 by the same two groups that supported 
the advancement of problem-solving courts.

 During the meeting of the state drug 
court coordinators in Anaheim, California, the 
idea of seeking an allocation of federal funds 
to support each state in overseeing and imple-
mentation of best practices at the state level 
received unanimous support.  The groups are 
hopeful that with additional dollars put into 
the drug court program at the federal level, 
these funds can then be distributed under a 
formula rather than through the competitive 
grant basis as in the past.  The chiefs and court 
administrators resolved to support the $250 
million initiative for federal funding now being 
proposed by the National Association of Drug 
Court Professionals.

 Under the resolution, the following goals 
would be pursued:
• Adherence to operational standards for drug 
courts
• Monitor use of evidence based and best prac-
tices
• Plan growth and expansions
• Provide equal access to drug courts in all parts 
of the state
• Protect due process and equal protection of 
rights of participants
• Collect data to inform policy, funding and re-
search
• Increase accountability of operations and use 
of funds
• Improve use of federal funds.


