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FEDERAL STUDENT LOAN ASSISTANCE FOR ARKANSAS 

PUBLIC DEFENDERS AND PROSECUTORS 
 

For the third year in a row, Arkansas public defenders and prosecutors are invited to apply for 

the U.S. Dept. of Justice’s John R. Justice Loan Repayment Program, which helps award recipients 

alleviate student loan debt. The national grant program’s purpose is to encourage attorneys to work 

as public defenders and prosecutors and to stay in those careers. Detailed information can be found 

here:  

http://www.ojp.usdoj.gov/BJA/grant/johnrjustice.html . 

Applications must be postmarked by December 1, 2012 to the Public Defender 

Commission and the Office of the Prosecutor Coordinator. Gov. Mike Beebe designated the 

Administrative Office of the Courts to administer the John R. Justice Loan Repayment Program. 

Half of the grant will be awarded to public defenders and half to prosecutors. Individually, the 

awards will be distributed on an income-to-student loan debt ratio. Interested attorneys must work 

directly with either the Public Defender Commission (www.arkansas.gov/apdc) or with the Office of 

the Prosecutor Coordinator (www.arkpa.org). Applicants must submit (1) the Arkansas Program 

Application (see attached), (2) the John R. Justice Student Loan Repayment Program Service 

Agreement, and (3) a letter of recommendation from your supervisor. Again, applications must be 

postmarked by December 1, 2012. Award announcements will be made in January 2013. The 

funds will be paid directly to the loan creditors.  

 

**MORE** 

http://www.ojp.usdoj.gov/BJA/grant/johnrjustice.html
http://www.arkansas.gov/apdc


Office of the Prosecutor Coordinator 

323 Center Street, Suite 750 

Little Rock, Arkansas 72201 

 

Arkansas Public Defender Commission 

101 East Capitol, Suite 201 

Little Rock, Arkansas 72201 

 

Eligible attorneys include state and federal public defenders and state prosecutors who agree 

to remain at their agencies for at least three years; and they 

 Must be continually licensed to practice law; 

 May be attorneys providing supervision, education, or training of prosecutors or 

defenders; 

 Are not in private practice, even if they provide public defense services under contract 

to the state; and 

 Are not in default on repayment of any federal student loans. 

 

For more details, go to http://www.equaljusticeworks.org/resources/student-debt-relief/John-R-

Justice-Student-Loan-Repayment-Program. 

 

 
 
For further information, contact: 
 

Stephanie Harris, Arkansas Supreme Court Communications Counsel 
(501) 371-2004 
stephanie.m.harris@arkansas.gov 
 

 

**PLEASE SEE ATTACHED APPLICATION** 

 

http://www.equaljusticeworks.org/resources/student-debt-relief/John-R-Justice-Student-Loan-Repayment-Program
http://www.equaljusticeworks.org/resources/student-debt-relief/John-R-Justice-Student-Loan-Repayment-Program



















