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Rule 9. Appeals To Circuit Court.

(a) Time for Taking Appeal From District Court. All appeals in civil cases from district courts to
circuit court must be filed in the office of the clerk of the particular circuit court having
jurisdiction of the appeal within 30 days from the date of a docket entry awarding judgment
regardless of whether a formal judgment is entered. The 30-day period is not extended by a
motion for new trial, a motion to amend the court's findings of fact or to make additional
findings, or any other motion to vacate, alter or amend the judgment.

(b) How Taken From District Court. A party may take an appeal from a district court by filing a
certified copy of the district court?s docket sheet, which shows the awarding of judgment and
all prior entries, with the clerk of the circuit court having jurisdiction over the matter. Neither a
notice of appeal nor an order granting leave to appeal shall be required. The appealing party
shall serve a copy of the certified docket sheet upon counsel for all other parties, and any
party proceeding pro se, by any form of mail that requires a signed receipt.

(c) Procedure on Appeal From District Court.

(1) All the parties shall assert all their claims and defenses in circuit court. Within thirty days
after a party perfects its appeal to circuit court by filing a certified copy of the district court
docket sheet with the circuit clerk, the party who was the plaintiff in district court shall file a
complaint and plead all its claims in circuit court. The party who was the defendant in district
court shall file its answer, motions, and claims within the time and manner prescribed

by the Arkansas Rules of Civil Procedure. All the parties shall serve their pleadings and other
papers on counsel for all opposing parties, and on any party proceeding pro se, by any form
of mail which requires a signed receipt.

(2) At the time they file their complaint, answer, motions, and claims, the parties shall also file
with the circuit clerk certified copies of any district court papers that they believe are material
to the disputed issues in circuit court. Any party may also file certified copies of additional
district court papers at any time during the proceeding as the need arises.

(3) As soon as practicable after the pleadings are closed, the circuit court shall establish a
schedule for discovery, motions, and trial.

(4) Except as modified by the provisions of this rule, and except for the inapplicability of Rule
of Civil Procedure 41, the Arkansas Rules of Civil Procedure shall govern all the circuit court
proceedings on appeal of a district court judgment as if the case had been filed originally in
circuit court.

(d) Supersedeas Bond on Appeal From District Court. Whenever an appellant entitled thereto
desires a stay on appeal to circuit court in a civil case, he shall present to the district court for
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its approval a supersedeas bond which shall have such surety or sureties as the court
requires. The bond shall be to the effect that appellant shall pay to appellee all costs and
damages that shall be affirmed against appellant on appeal; or if appellant fails to prosecute
the ppeal to a final conclusion, or if such appeal shall for any cause be dismissed, that
appellant shall satisfy and perform the judgment, decree, or order of the inferior court. All
proceedings in the district court shall be stayed from and after the date of the court's order
approving the supersedeas bond.

(e) Special Provisions For Appeals From County Court to Circuit Court. Unless otherwise
provided in this subdivision, the requirements of subdivisions (a), (b), (c), and (d) govern
appeals from county court to circuit court. A party may take an appeal from the final judgment
of a county court by filing a notice of appeal with the clerk of the circuit court having
jurisdiction over the matter within thirty (30) days from the date that the county court filed its
order with the county clerk. A certified copy of the county court?s final judgment must be
attached to the notice of appeal. In the circuit-court proceeding, the party who was the
petitioner or plaintiff in county court shall have all the obligations of the plaintiff in a case that
has been appealed from district court to circuit court. If there were no defendants in the
county-court proceeding, then the petitioner/plaintiff shall name all necessary, adverse parties
as defendants in its complaint filed in circuit court.

() Administrative Appeals.

(1) If an applicable statute provides a method for filing an appeal from a final decision of any
governmental body or agency and a method for preparing the record on appeal, then the
statutory procedures shall apply.

(2) If no statute addresses how a party may take such an appeal or how the record shall be
prepared, then the following procedures apply.

(A) Notice of Appeal. A party may appeal any final administrative decision by filing a notice of
appeal with the clerk of the circuit court having jurisdiction of the matter within thirty (30) days
from the date of that decision. The notice of appeal shall describe the final administrative
decision being appealed and specify the date of that decision. The date of decision shall be
either the date of the vote, if any, or the date that a written record of the vote is made. The
party shall serve the notice of appeal on all other parties, including the governmental body or
agency, by serving any person described in Arkansas Rule of Civil Procedure 4(d)(7), by any
form of mail that requires a return receipt.

(B) The Record on Appeal. Within thirty (30) days after filing its notice of appeal, the party
shall file certified copies of all the materials the party has or can obtain that document the
administrative proceeding. Within thirty (30) days after these materials are filed, any opposing
party may supplement the record with certified copies of any additional documents that it
believes are necessary to complete the administrative record on appeal. At any time during
the appeal, any party may supplement the record with a certified copy of any document from
the administrative proceeding that is not in the record but the arty believes the circuit court
needs to resolve the appeal.

(C) Procedure on Appeal. As soon as practicable after all the parties have made their initial
filing of record materials, the court shall establish a schedule for briefing, hearings, and any
other matters needed to resolve the appeal.
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