Arkansas Supreme Court
Historical Society

Fall Bulletin, 2003

The Arkansas Supreme Court Historical Society invites you to attend the “ha

ceremony in which the Supreme Court will receive the portraits of former Associate

2003 at 9:00 a.m. in the courtroom of the Justice Building. The ceremony will be fg
by several events highlighting the new historical exhibit installed at the Justice Builg

entitled “The Arkansas Supreme Court During the Civil War.”
Schedule

9:00 Portrait Ceremony - Receipt of Portraits of former Associate Justices John Foglen
Steele Hays

10:00 Lecture - “Unionism in Arkansas,” Dr. Carl H. Moneyhon, Professor of History, Un
sity of Arkansas at Little Rock (PhD, University of Chicago)

11:00 Lecture - “Reflections on the Civil War and Reconstruction in Arkansas,” Dr. Thor
DeBlack, Associate Professor of History, Arkansas Tech University
(PhD, University of Arkansas)
12:00 Board of Directors Meeting, Arkansas Supreme Court Historical Society, Inc.
1:15 Dedication of the Historical Exhibit “The Arkansas Supreme Court During the Civil
1:45 Lecture - “The Lost Opinions of the Civil War Supreme Court,” L. Scott Stafford, F

sor of Law, University of Arkansas at Little Rock (J.D., Harvard University)

All events will take place in the Supreme Court courtroom, and the public is invited. CLE
has been applied for and is available to members of the Supreme Court Historical Society
of membership is $25.
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Peg Newton Smith ifbute

BY ASSOCIATEJUSTICEROBERTL. BROWN - ARKANSAS SUPREMECOURT

Peg Newton Smith was arnice tea, or waxing eloquent on
rkansas treasure. She was, firfpuatie Ross, wife of Cherokee
nd foremost, a descendant dChiefJohn Ross. Once she gained
ioneers, the Newtons andour attention, her excitement fo
empsteads to be exact, and the issue at hand was sure to hor}
ountain of information and knowl- it. Board of Directors. Outgoing
dge about state and local history. And busy. Peg Smith wasp ocident Mort Gitelman wel-
he was also a preservationist, @ne of those people for whom YOomed Bill Jones, Supreme
eader in virtually every organiza-could truly say the moss neveg Reporter of Decisions a

NEW HISTORICAL SOCIETY
OFFICERS ELECTED

Officers were elected a
he June 11 meeting of the
Rrkansas Supreme Court Soc

ny group that espoused a nobkEghtin recent years was to see Pedwy president of the Society
urpose, from the Little Rockand Mary Worthen, '

urse Association. Not inciden-historic preservation, joined at the, o e vice-president, and J.
ally, she was also an originahip and attending a board meetin%ingerich Director of the Ad-
oard member of the Supreméke the Supreme Court Historical ’
ourt Historical Society and gaveCommission, or a foundation for,
erself tirelessly to that effort agpreservation, whether it be thQSecretary and Treasurer.
he did to every other effort inQuapaw Quarter Association or
hich she chose to participatethe Arkansas Territorial Restora
ou always wanted Peg Smith onion.

our team. And finally, there was her
What was telling aboutwonderfully offbeat sense of
eg Smith — such a luminous staiumor. Monsignor David LeSieur
n her own right — was that shehit the right note at Peg Smith’ssymposium, featuring guest
referred to be known as Mrsmemorial service at Our Lady Ofspeakers Tom DeBlack. Carl
eorge Rose Smith. Why? Pathe Holy Souls Catholic Church ’

f it was a natural humility. Butwhen he delighted the coNgregas it Stafford.
er stated reason was that sh@n with one of Peg’s favorite
anted to preserve the memory divo-liners —

er legendary husband, Supreme “May you always

ourt Justice George Rose Smith, have courage to Jones said, referring to the
ho served on the Arkansas take a chance and October 2 4 event.

upreme Court for thirty-eight never find frogs in The June 11 Board
ears. Peg Smith lore has it that it your underpants.”

as due in large part to her natural She will be sorely missed
ffervescence and love for peoplby her family of course, butalso b
hat her husband proved to be sithe community and state she,or last official act as a memb
uccessful on the campaign trail.nurtured so well for so Many,¢ the Board was to second M
For most people, it wasyears. We at the Supreme Cou
eg Smith’s exuberance that walsid a fond farewell to one of
0 captivating. It made noArkansas’ greatest citizens an
ifference whether she was leadwish God Speed to Mrs. George
ng a tour of Mt. Holly Cemetery, Rose Smith, = =,
topping only for sandwiches and ﬁ'@'ﬁ‘i—ﬁf
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AN INTERVIEW WITH COURT HISTORIAN ROBIN BALDWIN

ith the War, researching into  making his work the central ~ You will, inter-connected with 4

About their ancestors’ lives wonderful discovery in those  the story of the two courts
during that time. Right away | books. He found a number of provides a good framework fo
thought it was a great topic for opinions that had been issued pyhat.

an exhibit because | thought it the Confederate Supreme CourgoNEs: You said earlier that th
would bring a broader audience after the Union forces had takerf€cord books in the display we
n to the Justice Building. It wasLittle Rock, that were never ~ loaned from the Pulaski Coun
Also a natural choice foran  reissued in the official opinion Law Library. Can you tell me
exhibit sponsored by the Societyecord after the Civil War. about some of the other items
because Professor [and previouShese opinions had been lost, thatare included in the exhibit

their own family history to learn theme of the exhibit. He made athese other things going on; and

Society President Bill Jones satSociety President] Scott forgotten about, for decades.
down with Court Historian Stafford had already done someScott’s “discovery” of them is
Robin Baldwin to talk about the really exciting researchand ~ Something historians just dregm
hew exhibit she create@He writing on the subject. He had about doing, finding original
ARKANsAs SuprRemE CourT anp  several articles published con- Primary documents buried awpy
rHE Civi. WAR, which opens on cerning the activities of the in an archive. | guess that’s why
Friday, October 24. Arkansas Supreme Court duringhe story appealed to me so
JonEs: So, Robin, how did the the Civil War and on the opin- much.

dea for this exhibit come about?ons they issued during that ~ JONEes: That story did get in-
Baowin : Well, | think thatan  time. cluded in the final exhibit, but ft
exhibit concerning the Civil War Jones: The exhibit contains didn’t end up being the centrgl
wvas something that was dis-  some great historic materials, focus. That turned out to be the
cussed in the earliest Society  including several original opin- Simultaneous existence of the
meetings | was involved in. We ions handwritten into Supreme two courts, the Confederate
lalked about sponsoring a serie€ourt’s record books from that Supreme Court and the Union
of exhibits, and the CivilWar ~ period. Did Professor Stafford Supreme Court. How did that
wvas probably one of the first  base his research on those ~ shiftoccur?

suggestions made. materials? BaLowin : | think that as the
Jones: Why was that? What ~ Batowin : Yes, those big old ~ Project evolved, we decided that
about the Civil War made ita  volumes are fantastic. They are We wanted to and could tell a
relevant topic for the Arkansas from the William H. Bowen bigger story, one that includeg
Supreme Court Historical UALR Law School / Pulaski the histories of the individual
Society? County Law Library Special ~ Justices during that period. How
Baowin : In Arkansas, and | Collections. Katherine Fitzhugh, their personalities affected the
think probably in most southern the director of the Special activities of the Court. How
states, when someone says ~ Collection archive, was kind ~ governmental politics and
history, the Civil War is the first enough to let us borrow those Military battles affected the

thing that comes to mind. It's ~ for the display. They are some Court. How the Civil War

ust such a part of the culture of the same books that Profes- impacted the kinds of cases that
here. There are so many peoplesor Stafford used to do the ~ Wwere heard by the Court, and
who are actively interested in it; research for his articles. When 1how those cases were decidef. |
participating in reenactments,  originally started thinking about think that the exhibit shows the
Visiting state parks associated this exhibit, | thought about ~ Court as part of an ecosysten, if
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Interview continued)

Baowin : There are two large  both courthouses there, includ-

portraits hanging at either end ofnd the one where the Confeder-
the exhibit, one of Chief Justice ate Arkansas Supreme Court sat,
Elbert English and one of Justicd00k photographs of that court-
Albert Pike, that are on loan  house for the display, and en-
from the Arkansas Secretary of joyed a nice lunch in the restau-
State’s Office. Their historian, ~rant there in the park. | would
David Ware, has just been so  really recommend a trip down
helpful in all of the exhibit there to anyone who enjoyed our
projects | have done. Speaking exhibit.

pf Justice English, there are  Jones: Is there anything else you
several items belonging to him would like to add?

that were graciously loaned to  BALDWIN : | just want to ac-

us by Society members Jim and knowledge Scott Stafford’s role
Katherine Rice. Mr. Rice is in creating the display. He wrote
actually a descendent of Justice hinety percent of the text and did
English. | spent several hours ata great job telling this story. |
their home, looking over their hope everyone who reads this
‘English” materials. | only wish ~ article will have a chance to
there had been more room in th&€ome hear the excellent presen-
exhibit to show more of their ~ tation he has put together to tie
wonderful collection. There are in with the exhibit.

plso pamphlets available about

the Little Rock Campaign and [ 1

pn a Civil War heritage trail that

were supplied by my friend Mark

Christ, a Civil War historian who

works for the Arkansas Historic

Preservation Program; Mark

provided editing assistance with

the military history portion of

the exhibit as well. And, of

course, the Butler Center for

Arkansas Studies, the Arkansas

History Commission, and the

JUALR Special Collections were

wonderful sources for many of

the images used in the display.

JonEs: What did you enjoy most

about creating this exhibit?

Balowin : That would definitely

be the day Professor Stafford

and | drove down to the Old

Washington State Park, in

Hempstead County. We toured




